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reſpect, but with the moſt unbounded ſenſe of your Grace's unlimited 


radiant, ſhining through my ſubdued heart, that my ſpirits almoſt 
faint with the too charming luſtre of its gracious beams ! 
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ILLUSTRIOUS MADAM, 


Tu high honour conferred on my humble talents by your Grace's 
condeſcending ſanction, | while fear deterred me from truſting the 
infant offspring of my incumbered Muſe to the world at large, 
thereby expoſing the tender darling pledges of poetic love to harſh, 
unfriendly critic laſh, not only fills my mind with gratitude and 


goodneſs. Your public patronage riow, in permitting me to dedicate 
to Your Grace this faint Eſſay of my aſpiring, but fettered, genius; 
a trifle ſcarce formed, or worth a name, being but the firſt dawning 
of an extenſive plan in contemplation ; is an act of beneficence ſo 


A 2 4 Pardon, 


Pardon, benevolent Madam ! this ſeeming frenzy of my ſtrain; tis 
the language of a heart impreſſed with the warmeſt ſenfe of Your 
Grace's benign favour, almoſt burſting with wiſhes for power to con- 
vey the real ſentiments of gratitude, deference, and reſpect, it feels, 
on. being honoured with this new mark of Your Grace's compaſſion, 
for ſurely ſuch it is; cheering my widow'd heart, bids Oppreſſion be 
far away, makes Affliction ſmile, and ſtrengthens my fainting Muſe, 
the ſpirit of which could not breathe from its cradle, much leſs flow 
in the full current of its genuine influence, without a diſtinguiſhed 
and beneficent protection. The drooping Muſe, long filent, ſat weep- 
ing over her new - born trembling babe, with tears bedew'd its fevered 
frame, then lull'd to reſt the infant and its wants, when it awoke, 
with numbers ſoft charm'd it again to reſt ! — but ſomething more a. 
parent would procure — 


For this ſhe ſu'd, with anxious care oppreſs'd, 
The conflict ſtruggling in her fainting breaſt, 
Vour Grace at once diſpell'd, like Phœbus' beams; 
Cheering the froſt-nipt tribe that dying ſeems, 
By winter famiſh'd, chill'd in ev'ry pow'r, 
His foſt' ring rays protect th encloſed foo v. 
More cordial to the muſe, Your Grace's name 


all ages, I believe, it hath been the cuſtom to embelliſh dedica- 
tons with encomiums on the perſonal and mental qualities of the 
patron ; therefore in ſo eſtabliſhed a point, I might alſo attempt to 
treſpaſs, if the many excellences that adorn Your Grace had not put 
it\out of the reach of my poor abilities, and out of thoſe of the moſt 
refined 


Will prove Promethean giving life and fame, . 
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, fair apartment of Your Grace's breaſt, daily cheriſhed by your active 


FS + 


refined and approved. writers. So many. brilliant virtues inhabit the 


goodneſs, that the bleſſed group, with gladneſs grateful, wait on your 


will; with eager ſpeed your wiſhes catch, happy to execute ere you 


command, You are not only rich in virtue by inheritance, having 
received ſo large a ſtore from your noble Mother, the gentle, pious, 
and charitable Lady SpENER, Your Grace, like. the wiſe, know how 
to uſe that patrimony ſo as to increaſe the. treaſure, by adding luſtre- 
to the illuſtrious boon with new- born grace and virtues of your own. 
Whether in public or demeſtic ſphere, you fill the ſcene ;. ſtill muſt 


diſtinction of ſuperior worth point you. to the admiring view. In all 


the ſofter, tender cares of life, as wife, as parent, you are firſt in 
love, whoſe fond attention muſt be firſt in fame. Not even your 
Ration of ſuch birth and rank, not even dread Faſhion's law could. 
lure you from. your purpoſe to nouriſh your own ſweet offspring, your 
darling infant's. life to cheriſh from the ſame pure fountain that ſuſ- 
tained it ere its birth ; the vital ſtream. and ſpirit which your own 
ſupports: a mother's bleſſing fully to beſtow—Example worthy of 
your gracious. ſelf—a pattern yielding to your ſex at large the charming. 
ſofteſt view of domeſtic happineſs. : A young, beautiful Lady of high 
rank employed in the care of her offspring, in perſon, and from. 
her own veins, . giving it life, health, and joy, till it becomes ſuſcep- 
tible of thought; then, by gentle means, gradually inſtills the bright 
idea, and, as ſhe ſees. it ſhoot, directs its courſe ;- enriches with her 


| taſte, or prunes, at will, the wild branches, while pliant at command; 


embelliſhing at once the figure and the thought. A ſubject for admi- 
ration this to ſee the infant world riſing mature, perfect in form, in 
beauty, and in ſtrength; with every moral virtue, every knowledge 


bleſs'd, early inſtructed by a mother's voice, and loved example! — the 
| dear, 


[6 ] 
dear, the ſweet affociates of her brighteſt hours. By her ſecured 
from vice, which, in the company of ſervants, (to whoſe care fo 
many are entruſted, where low cunning and falſehood gain ap- 
plauſe) they cannot well avoid. Your Grace's parental tenderneſs 
hath already held up a bleſſed leflon for all to ſuckle their own 


children ; thereby preventing the helpleſs infant from its nurſe to 
ſuck, perhaps, both mental and corporal contamination. This 
will prove an eternal ſtructure of admiration to your praiſe and 


fame, with your innumerable acts of goodneſs and compaſſion : if the 
welfare of children are worth the parent's care, if the community in 
general is worth moral and conſtitutional improvement, -Your Grace 


hath won the palm. Your public and private charities, extending in 
a peculiar and moſt humane ſtile to diſtreſſed married women, (when 


in that helpleſs condition under which they, with their unborn babes, 
muſt ſink, if not relieved) providing them with every ſuccour their 
friendleſs ſituation needs, is another 2. of your great 3 
tenderneſs, and philanthropy. 

Nor are your virtues limited to the delicate and refined, the ten- 
der and humane your conduct hath announc'd; that bright exalted 
heroiſm of ſoul, the grand ſublime integrity of zeal, your boſom too 
illumes. By your dear Lord inſpired with patriotic love; whoſe noble 
ancient Houſe, warm in the cauſe of Loyalty and Virtue, of glorious 


Liberty, and their Country's good, in his eſpouſed cauſe, the mighty 


ſtruggle for the public weal, regardleſs of your perfon, ſphere, 
or life, you daily toil'd, in ſearch of vouchers for the ſacred Truth, 
the fair ſupporters of bleſſed omen 8 en our Country's deareſt 

Charter 
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Charter to ſecure, y 
charming ſpirit of power 50 grace, with all the milder virtues, 
all the heroic courage, ſhining replete, exalts you to that ſphere 
in fame which female excellence rarely can obtain : But Heaven hath 
| beſtowed on you its beſt giits, well — they 1 would not be given 
in vain. ten Ens Sie d 

. AI 5 AD 107 

You are lined here on the great Ps of life, in ſome of its: 
mii as a Brilliant Ornament and Bright Example of United 
166, That Vittue; > drefbd! in fuch charms, (with all her ſplendor 
nes ſo radiant beaming in Your Grace's conduct,) 


Aer captivate the ſoul, and convert the n world. 


But 1 Fry iutivding on Your Gra patience, therefobe ſhall con- 


_ clude with entreating that you will pleaſe to peruſe my trifling Eſay 


on the Leading Diſpoſition of the Human Mind, the Diſplay of the Paſſions, 
and Effects, which I have the honour to dedicate to Your Grace, with. 
the moſt ne jan deference and W 


5 a 


And that Your Grace will och ith me credit for a more exalted 


Production, worthy your patronage, unfil I publiſh my new work, 


for which Your Grace hath done me the honour to ſubſcribe; 
and moſt of the firſt perſonages of diſtinction in this kingdom; ; 


concerning which, I beg permiſſion to ſay ſomething, by way of 


apology, for the introduction of the ſubſequent ſubjects; permit me, 


once more to ſolicit, that Your Grace will pleaſe to accept of my 


beſt thanks for your benign condeſcending patronage ; wiſhing you, 
A the perfect ene of all terreſtrial felicity, eternal 
happineſs 
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happineſs and tranſcendant glory muſt crown thoſe virtues you ſo 
eminently poſſeſs, when this fleeting ſcene i — 
| | 1— ͤ Fs 7 . : ET | 
Tk ole og nb 5h! 
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BEG moſt reſpectfully to inform my a Ps tha Cy 
illuſtrious, noble Patrons and Pattoneſſes of my muſe, that the enſuing 


ſubjects make no part of the work they have done me the honour; to ſub- 
ſoribe for. Nor did I at firſt propoſe-publiſhing it; but have been per- 


 ſuaded, and complied rather againſt my own perfect conſent, conſcious 
that the effect for which it. was deſigned cannot be produced, as muſt 


he Lane e is for A: prefocal. recital. My; reaſon for 


i 1 and ene. HO" eee hind in my dane work 1 
mean fully, to explain, i in attempting to unite the graces of novelty 


ſentiment; elocution, and action, with every embelliſhment in my 
power, into the moſt beautiful point of view, by an aſſemblage of the 
young, unmarried perſonages of diſtinction; not as idle ſpectators, 
| but authors, orators, artiſts, , actors, &c. &c. that ſcience, the polite 
arts, with eyery ſpecies of genius and accompliſhment, may ſhine 

in their, full power, from their own natural ſource; by them diſplayed, 
or performed according to their, peculiar, taſte and abilities, then their 
perfopal graces, : and mental charms will appear. to that. advantage for 
which they, were heſtqw 0. have their genuine influence; and empire 
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over the heart; no more be repreſented by . of genius, the 
mimickers of beauty, ſcience, and Perfection. 


This plan is form · d on 65 3 a ground, ſo refined a ſyſtem, 


that the moſt * inſpector, moraliſt, virtuoſo, and _— muſt 


approve. I truſt it will bear the fiery ordeal. As it is intended for the 
happineſs, exaltation, and comfort of ſocial life; not that I preſume to 
direct or teach, but t6 repreſent the conſequential ill effects of ungovern'd 
paſſion, with the charms and pleaſures reſulting from proper amuſements 
and purſuits. This work I hope to complete in a peaceful and retiree 
ſituation, as ſoon as the decree it: Chancery for the attainment: of my 
property is procur'd ; the whole ſubſtance of which is novel, ani- 
mated by the ſoul of Philanthropy, (whoſe benign ſpirit pants to 
breathe its Peace. long — m; che _ ere 
founded on perſonal charms, but en the more ſolid, intrinke, mental 
beauties, Genius, and real Virtues of the object; with a wiſh to 
eſtabliſh conſtancy in the human mind, to obtain mutual Felicity in 
dotneſtic life, particularly the married ſtate, where union of taſte, 
confidence, with friendſhip unlimited, muſt reign, ſupported by ten- 


derneſs, reſpect, dignity, and love; for want of which, tis folemn 


vow at the altar is ſo often made in vain, | 


The Inconſtancy of this age is a He univerſally complained of, yet 


| fo eagerly purſued, that cuſtom hath atrogated a fort of ſanction on 


the Gentlemen's fide for the arbitrary ſway of this feu foler of · be- 
wildered paſſion. The daily ſeparations that enſue, I am ſorry to add, 
among People of Rank, confirm this obſervation 3 rendering whole 

— miſerable, nay, * i alſo on the riſing generation, by 
ED | | making 


| 1 4 


- aaking their: .nfipring leg urn, ao dogbafol, Bus forthe, blaſt 
exarnple-of: the Royal Pair, the excellent Lady. (with ber noble Lord) 
to whom I. have the honour of. dedicating. this. trifie,, and. a few others 


of high rank, the monſter” Inconſtancy would gain entire empire in 


this iſland ;. Plebeians and Vice would take Ui Jad: : hes, . 
could Virtue and Diſtinction "Ws 2 / t Bl 3 


— 


1 hid „ to Gin out t the AN of this inſtability of the 
human heart; but, frightened at the arduouſneſs of the taſk, they 


ſhrink back, and take ſhelter in the idea, that human nature is frail, 


and inconſtancy unayoidable. The inſtances we have to the contrary, 
where early and proper attachments are formed, cheriſhed by attention, 
with delicacy cemented, tender. regard, and that ſtile of deportment 
which real choice and true eſteem never fail to inſpice, prove the fal- 


we +» + 


lacy of this r 


. tempt. to vnveil the. fling of h ne. 1 this 
Proteus of pleaſure, to prove the deceitfulneſs of thoſe viſionary joys, 
one would think, need not be made. This age is already convinced 
by experience, that the imagination and heart, by Beauty conquered, 


that Beauty, without Virtue worn, ſoon becomes cloying, and at length 


diſguſtful to the poſſeſſors. Witneſs the fu *, A, 


though firſt in Beauty's 42 all finally deſerted by the ſeducers 


of their honour, ' happineſs and fame, yet others no warning take, 
but are allur'd into the ſame error, forgetful of events. — What is 
ſtill more alarming, men of ſenſe, gallantry, and experience, all 
acknowledge, that the beſt hearts are moſt ſuſceptible, and moſt liable 
to be deceived ; the honeſt, generous frankneſs of their own minds 


ſhuts out ts s power, Over thoſe the ſpoiler triumphs ! many of 
IT B 2 whom 


— 


7 | whom would have 'been bright ornaments of fociety;'a blefing to their: 
5 families and themſelves. Therefore it is evident fomething is wanting 

| | to fix and unite the young, volatile, gay idea, while in its innocent, 
infant ſtate, by ſome novel ſyſtem of amuſement, that, while it enter-/ 
| tained (the young Nobility themſelves being the performers, as 1 be- 
fore hinted, not idle ſpectators,) would captivate the heart; which, 
| by true graces of each perfection won, would hows nd . mw 
ſue alliance rage: the foul * Gd. nb 


n 
34 


; | | hs is a ſhort. Aa of the ſubje& that employs my 
[. | thoughts and pen; which I moſt ardently wiſh to complete. Should 
8 | I fail, ſome abler hand may be induced to illuſtrate it, and preſent it to 
the world in that extenſive, novel, and perfect point of view, which 
in idea and wiſhes only I may perform. I truſt, however, that my 
humble endeavours to -promote the happineſs and honour of ſociety, 
| (although weak in power, ſtrong in will,) may be approved by every 
IF 4. philanthropiſt. Be that as it may ; I enjoy the pleaſing reflection that 
my intentions are well meant ; and from this idea my happineſs muſt 
reſult, | 


On remain, 5 
With due Reſpect to all my candid Readers, 


Their moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Ls 


p. BILL 
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Von female Bard, juſt fainting with her fears, 


Sent me to ſupplicate (ere the appears,) 

Your kind indulgence, not to ſhew you feats, 
T” amuſe your fancies with Deception's treat, 
Legerdemain, buffoonery, or art, | | 
She wiſhes to addreſs the head and heart. 

A bold attempt indeed ! quite novel too ; 

No ſong, no dance, or {cenery to view ; 

No Harlequin a Columbine to court ; 

Nor Air Balloon in atmoſphere to ſport ;; 

Not e'en a clown, apeing, with aukward grace, 
To raiſe a laugh by nonſenſe and grimmace. : 
What can ſhe mean ? affrighted cen to death, 
Trembling within, ſcarce able to draw breath, 
Sighing ſhe fits, with apprehenſion ſinking; 


Then up ſhe ſtarts, exclaims, to die with thinking, | 


Sure I'm to blame — Courage, my boſom queen, 
Collected and reſolv'd, ſupport this ſcene. 


The audience are of rank, delight to bleſs, 


They'll feet my taſk and fingular diſtreſs, 
| As Auth'reſs, Actreſs, Orator, and all, 
And give their ſanction to prevent my fall. 


Thus 


Thus ſhe predicts, and, as a prophet true, 

Aſſur'd of every gracious aid from you; 

| Your well-known candour for the want of choice 
Will all allowance makes forrhad the voice” » + 
Of our immortal Bard (that could rejoice ©— © 
Or fill the ſoul with poignant pangs of woe, 

Maſter o'er ev'ry paſſion ſenſe can know,) 
Attempted to amuſe an evening through, 

| Solely, unaided by the brilliant view | 

Of ſweet aſſemblage, to contraſt his powers, 
Senſe, tho? traſported, would have deem'd the hours 
Not quite ſo ſplendid deck'd, as with each ray 
Of varied luſtre where the Graces play. 

I'll not preſume one moment more to waſte 
Your valu'd time, or to direct your taſte, 

In what you're ſo well vers'd, but ceaſe to ſue : 
The Auth'reſs comes, truſting her cauſe to you. 
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RECITAL: THE, "FIRST. 
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8 UBJECT'S and qualities diſtinguiſhed by ſuperior, grace, ever 
with the judicious. gain ,pre-eminence. The Human Race, my firſt, 
beſt choice, this preference.,claims. Up to the perfect excellence of 
Beauty's form, with all the charming, focial, ſoul of powers richly 
endow'd, them I behold! No more by childhood fetters curb'd, 
nurſes huſh'd, or governeſs control'd, tutors harraſs d, or by guardians 
check'd ; their power no more can curb great nature's voice, thwart 
the bright ardour of inquiring youth, whoſe genius early ſhines, juſt 
when the opening mind fair beaming forth, beholding all things new, 
charm'd with the novel ſcene, admiring, wondering at the rich diſplay, 
a rigid governor his ſearch forbids ; marring the pleaſures of the 
curious youth! To age arrived, freedom enſues. The mighty maſter 
| | 5 
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of the world's law his Ws enjoys ! N ature's great charter ! un- Fn 


bounded freedom. Now his/aftions-who cap trace J He fe Ahirmſelf 
at large. Sweet Liberty preſents has glorious proſpe& of ſupreme 


delight ; ; and all Elyſium blooms before him. Elated with the view, 
and eager to o'erſcan, purſue, poſſeſs, whate' er * fancy © or his taſte 
prefers, flies with rapid courſe; impatient roving through the ſpacious 
earth, or fails the ſeas, ſelecting and enjoying the choiceſt ſweets that 
art and nature bounteous yield ; his curioſity full, to treat with 
novelty's enticing charms, till curioſity outſoars the reach of ſearch. — 
And other regions, too, we now explore; in flying temples mount the 
azure ſpace, to form acquaintance with th'aerial world, a novel inter- 
courſe with demi gods! while all-creative Fancy fills her .ſplendid 
throne with dear variety of new diſplay, gay ſhifting to amuſe th' un- 
wearied mind. Is not curioſity the ſpring of perpetual motion, the 
firſt viſible mental paſſion of the active mind ? To ſee, know fully, 
to be inform'd, the grand purſuit of all-inquiring, powerful, and ſub- 
duing, and accompliſh'd man 3 the lord, but not the tyrant, of this 


poliſh'd age. 
I am too ſerious ? — then 'twill never do: 

A little pleaſant chit-chat, that's your cue. 
Hint's an adviſer : — ſomething light and fine, 
bs p High- flavour'd wit, but eaſy to define. 

Joo make them laugh, for ſportive mirth wy come; 
Reaſon i is out of faſhion, outre, wrong. 
| Addreſs the paſſions, wave a novel feather, Sp 
- Then | belles and beaus you 'l inſtant draw together. 5 
Tis a gay ages a pleaſure-loving race: 
| Light, airy, frolic, is the preſent taſte, 
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Ethic, dogmatic, ſtoic notions now 


Would ſicken the beau monde, he dar'd avow ; 
That finging, dancing only gain'd applauſe ; 
That nature and good ſenſe high ton outlaws. 


He was a critic, as you will ſuppoſe, 
Diſtinguiſh'd by the thread-bare of his clothes. 
Finding me inattentive to his plan, | 
Takes firſt his ſnuff, then ſnatches up my fan, 
With Mame, do you expect to pleaſe the Town 
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By ſyſtematic rules? — or, on what ground? — 


You will not liſten to a friend's advice, 
Who knows the world, and knows tis not ſo nice 


As you may think: — they like grimace and fun: — 


Burleſque the Great — you're fure to have a run; 
Bring politicians, Miniſters, to view; 

If ridicul'd, traduc'd, tis fure to do. 

Should they complain, or offer a douceur, 

To ſave their characters, accept the lure; 

Change but the name — let ſatire reign the ſame — 
And doubly trick of money and of fame. 

If gold you'l'd gain, adopt this golden rule, 

With knave play knave, and trifle with the fool; 
By cunning work; tis ſtratagem prevails; 

Sooth the weak ſenſe: this maxim never fails. 
Moſt loſe their int*reſt while their morals ſhine, 
On mental luxuries can any dine ? 

Will ton applaud the ſubject too refine ? 
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« Point not hat phantem, charm to Faſhion's ſpherg 
C'eſt trop ennue'nt, - tout a fait contraire. 

* The world, believe me, tho' they may admire, 

„ Ne'er fall in love with ſentimental fire. | 

& The old Platonic ſage may ſay tis right; 

The gallant, youthful, gay, you'll find, will flight.” 

Thus he harrang'd ; till, weary'd with his ſtyle, 

I told him that I_hated to revile; 

Bade him go herd with things that ſnarle and teaze, 

While. I ſhould eſſay to divert and pleaſe, 

£4 hat dear philanthropy poſſeſs'd my mind, 

Whoſe ſcale extends a bleſſing to mankind, 

Would any ſour the ſweets that genial flow 

Within a peaceful breaſt ? Thovgh Mexico, 

And all Peru, were offer'd as a boon, 

No baneful influ'nce ſhould my muſe untune. * 

At this he, ſullen, ſlunk with diſcontent, 

Slow pac'd away, finding his time ill ſpent. 

— Methinks a zee d tete I overhear — 

"Tis Lady High-ton with her doting Peer. 

With your permiſſion I will now withdraw, 

To hear her Ladyſhip preſcribe the law 
For Faſhion's Cirele. Would they but approve, 

Her pride would ſoar to point out laws for Jove. 

| 8 | Ex. 
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RECITAL THE SECOND. 


Enter. * 


Ir was her Ladyſhip, in Amazon attire, - 
Full ſcarlet regimental habit, like the firs 
That's repreſented on her cheek to glow, 
With youthful warmth within her breaſt of ſnow. 
To do her juſtice, ſtill her ſpirits gay, 
With art ſhe makes December look like May. 
Her Ladyſhip was ſeated, while my Lord, 
In humble attitude, her charms ador'd. 
Taking her hand, with ſoft alluring graces. | 
Then riveting his eyes into her face, 
As if her inmoſt thoughts he would diſcover, 
While all his fond attention ſpoke the lover. 
Her Ladyſhip indifference aſſum'd, 
Play'd with her fan and trinkets, high perfum'd 
With oto of ſweet roſes, all reviving, 
Her gaietè de cœur ſhe now was hiding ; 
The languid look, ſoft lolling, all ſapin'd, 
Conceal'd the true penchant that fill'd her mind, 
And made my Lord, if poſſible, more kind. — 
Seating himſelf a little nearer now, 
| New tenderneſs expreſſing, with a vow 
That all his foul was at her diſpoſal. _ 
Her Ladyſhip, affecting ſtill, as uſual,, 
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The coy, Bins, well-difſembl'd air, 
„ Pſha !—Fy, my Lord Do, pray—You'll make ma tear 
%% My ruffle !—Nay, now—Oh ! you will—Indeed ! "= 
& Bleſs me! what have you done, my Lord? you bleed! ! 
& This horrid pin !—-Pm ſorry for the wound, N 
And muſt heal it — here's the ſpecific found ; 
% "Tis the Court balſam. —My Lord, all ſubdu'd, | 
In grateful accents, vow'd the was too good. 
Her Ladyſhip reply'd, ** You'll make me vain.” 
Things thus adjuſted, all was right again. 
A briſk and lively air ſhe next diſplays ; 
Variety of humour ſoon portrays —— 
AH propos, my Lord —I pray, 
«© Was you at the laſt new play? — 3 
«© No,” reply'd my Lord, not I.“ — | 
„How! not ſeen it! fy! Ofy! | 
«© The what d'ye call it? — Pſha ! | =; 
«© The title is bleſs me! la! 
„% "Twas wrote by — Thingamie, 
The bard of comic glee, 
„ The faſhionable writer, 8 
& Son of no talents — brighter — | 
« What matter who? — the world went there - 
«© When novelty's the bill of fare. 5 
« Can one reſiſt? 'Tis life, tis ton; 
And all of rank with Faſhion run, 
The dejeune and ball, at whoſe — 
15 my . you know, the Buff and — — 
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Her Ladyſhip ran on this pace, 
Nor gave my Lord one moment's ſpace; 
Vers'd in tranſitions, quick ſhe turns, 
With a new choice: full canter runs. 


« Pray, my Lord, have you ſeen my new phaeton ? *Tis eſteem'd 
an elegant vehicle. — But my vis a vis is the taſte : twas built by 


Hatchet, — decorated and finiſhed by the firſt artiſts. The paintings 
are allow'd to be the beſt fancy'd and executed of any in the king- 
dom. The ſubje& is Venus without her Adonis ;—which the con- 
noiſſeurs may announce an inſignia of my having no particular 
attachment — But Cupids abound ; which, in hieroglyphics, might 
be underſtood I have no averſion to ſuitors that have taſte and e/prit 


to diſcover the emblematical deſign of my group. 


% 'Th' exalted box and hammer cloth ſo neat, 
«© That Phaeton might take my coachman's ſeat, 


But I believe the reins are ſafer in the hands of plain, honeſt John, 
than with ſo fiery a charioteer as the fam'd ſon of the immortal 
Apollo—The crane necks and ſteel ſprings give it an eaſy, luxurious 
motion; not diſagreeable to the feelings of a lady after the fatigue 
of driving her phaeton all over the town to pay viſits in the mor- 
ning —It is quite the piano of movement — not deranging the dulci- 


ment; of ſenſation, 


To my phaeton I have a beautiful harneſs and reins, filver taſſels 


and fringe ; — fix of the lovelieſt ponies — for colour, manes, and 


tails, I challenge the whole turf of faſhionable connoiſſeurs to ſport 
me 


[ 22 . 


% me their equal. I believe I. ſhall drive them for a conſiderable bett 
ce next Newmarket meeting, againſt Lady Sharper's fix grays, if I do 
not alter my mind — I can't anſwer for myſelf a moment. At 
this inſtant her Ladyſhip looked on her watch, exclaiming the was too 
late for the Ruelle, at which all the beau monde would ſhine. His 
Lordſhip begged permiſſion to attend — Her Ladyſhip 2 — and 
her vivacity repaid my curioſity. 


Could this bright audience ſay as much for me, 
Like ſoul-reviving eſſence it would be; 
From dreaded critics' gripe *twould ſet me free. 


Exit. 
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RECITAL THE THIRD. 
The Jeng PASSIONS, and EFF ECTS, charaHlerriea : 


e Diſappointment, mag Madneſs, Suicide. 


{= The READER is 3 to ho that in the Courſe of this 
Diſplay, the following figuratrve or ſymbolical Images are to be formed 
by the Imagination: Diſappointment, Demons of Revenge, a Group 
of Snakes, Apparitions of her Huſband and Children, Miniſter of 
Death with a Dagger, Suſpenſe, Hope, &c. 


WIV are ſome born with elegant deſires, ambitious of renown, 
with all-inquiring ſpirits, flowing like the current whoſe progreſs knows 
no bounds ; increaſing, multiplying, in its varied courſe, till the 


great ſource of her creation's found : the Ocean, parent of her infant 


| ſtream. Or ſoaring on the wings of intellectual powers, the mazes of 
her empire full to ſcan, viewing, re-viewing, ſtill with equal ardour, 
till an endleſs proſpe& opens to delight, whoſe various objects alternate 
preference claim : while others ſcarce have choice ; alike indifferent to 
all; the vaſt or little, ſo they have no toil. | 


Now the . buſineſs of the proudeſt with engages alt my ſoul, 
by warm ambition kindled ; whoſe brilliant, charming view all others 
ſet at nought! The accompliſhment of this will make me bleſs'd 
indeed! but without it, I am a wretched being. *Tis laudable, tis 
juſt I ſhould poſſeſs it. — Alluring too: not the delicious fruit in Para- 
diſe which tempted fair Eve, was more inviting ! — Aſſiſt me, all ye 

Powers, 


pc ao Ones. r 


24 
Powers, while I-to every effort have recourſe, engines build and fet at 


work, that ne er before had form; mechaniſm ſhall ſee new ſtructures 
riſe that ſc;ence yet ne er reach'd : friends, allies, nay my very foes, 


| ſhall all be uſed to aid my grand deſign. What may be, ſhall be, and 
ſhall be inſtant; my proud ambition brooks not delay. — Tis true, 


more muſt to nothing fall, ere I'can reach the ſummit of my glory : 
— but what of that? — Let them fall: the momuments of ſuch my 
columns raiſe, whereon my battlements for conqueſt ſtand ! — In 
thought I've triumph'd: — imagination beholds a hoſt of vanquiſh'd 
foes— and lo! my better genii come with full tidings of ſucceſs : all 
conquering, come, proclaiming the mighty good I have obtained! — 


Health, wealth, honour, pleaſure, power, all that my ſoul can wiſh, 


now wait my will! The tools of my purpoſe ſhall firſt be ſet at 


nought. Superior will I riſe, like a ſplendid meteor, outſhining in : 


glory's ſplere, and revel in exceſs of every: joy; while the wondering 
world muſt ſhout my praiſe, and hatl my ambition crown'd ! —— 
Ah! what chilling horror numbs my joy ! from my brain diffuſing 
dread !— Where is my bleſſed genii fled ? —— A frightful ſpe&re hath 
uſurp'd its place, and ſhocks me with looks of anguith .and a form 
of death to all my hopes! — Tis Diſappointment !— ugly and mis- 
ſhapen, with triple features, and triple limbs 3 that crofs, mar, af- 


fright, lengthen, or multiply at will, to cruſh Ambition's plan !- 


Are, then, all my blooming dreams of ſilken pleaſure blaſted and ſunk 
down! To the black abyſs of oblivion let me, then, ſink ! — Open 


thou, earth, and encloſe me ! fhelter me from the ſcoffing world — 
The world's—what i is it—a place where all may fool a while, with luxury 
grow ſick; perchance grow old; and then the ſcene muſt cloſe. 


But ſome have ſhone ; poſſeſs'd great wealth, power, and fame; with 
little wit, and little worth! —Why may not I! —— No; I muſt be 
nothin g 


( 38 ] | 
nothing; or, what is worſe, a mighty ſpirit with a little power i—that 
Little ſuits-not my towering ambition. And ſince I cannot poſſeſs the 
good I wiſh, cannot be great, I will revenge me on the world by 
making others leſs. Black Satire ſhall have full ſway ! Demons of 
Detraction! your baneful influence ſpread ! — Oh! eager to do ill, 
behold the Harpies come ! — Queen of dire deeds, with all thy hiſſing 
| ſcorpion train, my genius arm !— Potent ſpell ! already your poiſon'd, 
rankling ſtings have fill'd my breaſt with ire: — and now for deeds - 
nm nenen in ſpite of fate. 


The firſt, faireſt, beſt of characters, my power ſhall feel : < the 
young, beautiful, and good ſhall fall ! --- Minftrils of revenge ! what 
are you doing ? On me! on me ! you turn your envenom'd ſhafts !--- 
Lam tortur'd -Was it for this my ſummons you obey'd ! ! inveſted 
with dire power, only to deſtroy your own invokers! — Deſtroy 
yourſelves 3 for J will not be conquer d. — Look there! 1 a group of 
ſnakes Have flown from my boſom ! —— PI! watch their flight = 
Monſtrous! -impious ! they have enter d my abode! My huſband, 
children, now may fall 1—Hark ? 1 they are beſieged. Their mifieks 
appal my ſoul ! --- What hath my malice done, in conjuring up thofke 
fiends to plague the world ! They have well rewarded me; by. deſtroy- 
ing all my Houfe ! ---- Oh! my dear Lord! my children ! where ark 
you now ? —— My brain to madneſs turns---all, all is off the poize--- 
the ſweet order of ſucceſſive thought, with bright idea nurfing fond 
hope, and ever-new delight !---Darkneſs and dreary waſtes appear = 
A fire of Ecla's force now flames on Reaſon's throne. I feel its ſcorch- 
ings ; but my prolific brain ſupports her flames, and will not be con- 
ſum'd.' Some power immortal there contends, defying Ecla's blaze. 
— A s of blood my ſteps affail 1. Ohr! I am drowning !---- Save- 
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me l fave me W ho's there ? — The furies call—Their torments are 
prepared; for I am ſentenc'd; already pre-doom'd : . Conſcience. con- 
demns me !----What bleſſed heavenly forms! My huſband, children! 
Dear celeſtial ſhades ! you bring permanent felieity: in good time 
vou are come to ſave a wretched wife and mother from deſpair! Oh! 
lead me, lead me to your bleſs'd abode; for you were innocent, and 


* 


They avoid me 1 I am fo polluted, that purity 
muſt not ſee me, — Oh ! my head is frenzied — More proof \ we need 
not — Ambition hath received her death wound! .and-ſhall I remain to 


muſt be happy. 


cringe and crawl on earth, to homage thoſe that once I could com- 


mand ! baſe idolatry. It is reſolved this night ſhall ;ſet my. ſoul at 
large, unpriſon the mighty ſpirit, and give it that, for. which it 


pants and ſtruggles now — immortal: freedom. Vet hold my. raſh 


reſolve : can 1 with free, md, celeſtial ſpirits mix at once! 0 Kneel.) 
---All-gracious, commiſerating Powers, who know the buman heęart, 


its eakoeſs, . frailties, and erring ſenſe, ſend your bright influence 


benign, and re-illume my darkened, ſtate. with one reviying. ſpark of 


Virtue! 8 radiance, and comfort yet mall reign. (Riſes.).—-Cordial, 
ſpecific power, already your bleſlings dawn, beaming new joy to my 


fick ſopl! Peace, ſweet peace, flows from your ſacred fountain, 
charming my! boſom's queen; for all is harmoniz'd within. — Retro- 
ſpection! thy mirror repreſents my crimes a- new They are not to be 


forgotten till this frame is changed. — Away with coward fear; my 


ſpirit's arm 'd. — Huſh ! ! ſoftly let us tread, ere our watchful friends 
obſerve. — Tie wondrous hot; but love, they fay, is frantic, — Cold! 
cold as ice. 1 | 


WM 


Ah I my Lord, my life, my bleſſing, art thou come to charm my 
foul? Where haſt thou been? I have ſuffer'd, but I will not chide 
. : thee 


(= 1 


thee now. Come, come to my fond boſom ; ; nor wander more from 
love. What new magic mult I try to fix thee mine? With — 
ſweet melody, Oh! let me lure thy ſoul to me. 
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Where am 17 — Thou awful miniſter of death, 4 "Fl I obey ! 
Already my ſpirit's mounting the glorious wilds of boundleſs ſpace ! 

— Tis brilliantly alluring ! — The air how ſweet ! Nectar! ambroſfia ! 
Sure this is immortal breathing [Now, happy dagger! thy point !— 


Here ! bem: is thy ſheath 1 6 Tong to the reap: 2 
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RE CTITAL THE FOURTH. 


SUSPENSE, HOPE, LOVE, MATRIMONY, 


| CHARACTERIZED. | 


Sbsrr Ns E, worſt foe” to ardent wiſſies that nature Knows, why 
with thy drooping, Tanguid form, predicting doubrs that have no end, 
wilt thou attempt to cloud bright Hope, thou cruel interval of ſpace, 
where all is blank or tottering conjecture, the ague of the heart ?— 
Such thy effect on the rapt ſoul ; who caunot imbibe the notion, that 
delays and difficulties increaſe bliſs. To callous ſenſe perhaps it may, 
who fain would ſubſtitute an artificial paſſion ; but real ſenſibility is 
impatient for its wiſh, from the minuteſt object, up to the moſt 
refined ſenſation, or height of fond deſire. The welcome cherub 
comes with more than conſolation, with gladneſs and great joy ! —joy, 
unutterable joy, the dear import! "Tis ſmiling Hope! bleſs'd offspring 
of delight; the poor one's wealth, weak one's prop, and lover's pillow ; 
the kind diffuſer of balmy bliſs; healing the anguiſh'd and deſpairing 
heart, anticipating happineſs, (to elevated minds) ſuperior to poſſeſſion 
oft, Hail ! heavenly meſſenger, daughter of comfort, hail! By thy 
bright influence, Love, almighty Love, her empire keeps. — Oh ! 
Hope, all-cheering Hope! in thy propitious view my Phaon I be- 
hold J. not like Grecian Sappho's Phaon, but the kind, grateful, my 
choice, belov'd : with reciprocal tenderneſs infpir'd, to honour leading 
and eternal truth ! favour'd by Heaven with all the charming requiſites 
that adorn and exalt human nature !. valued by ſociety of diſtinguiſhed 
worth 5. 
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worth; iti whoſe deportment every virtue ſhines ; valliant, brave, and 


| bold; the undaunted ſoldier in his Country's cauſe! yet in his boſom | 


love and gentleneſs, with all her dear ſelected train in ſweet aſſemblage, 
union keep; each paſſion tuning to ſuch ſweet concord, no diſcord can 
approach! Ah'!: happy being, to have gained his love! Heaven 
teach me to ſuſtain this mighty tranſport, the pure, permanent honour 


that now awaits me. For thts day Phaon will be my Lord — Then, 


F ſhall indeed be protected l the honour of his name and fond attention 
will prove a fhield of adamant te guard his wife. Who will. dare 
preſume while huſbands lovers ſeam 2-1 hear his voice !! Oh E Phaon,, 
how ſhall I conceal frem tbee iny enraptur'd ſoul ? My: ſex's privi- 
lege ſcarcely will allow the female heart to declare herſelf with honeſty 
in love; but my glauing boſam;.confſtious:- of no ill, by infelt dignity 
ſuſtained, is proud to boaſt the paſſion that it feels. — Again I hear his 


voice ! impatient for my preſenee. 3 benour and true: - 


Felicity with thee to _ * 


Oh! £2, hi who can ſpeak & 
That o'er @ tyrant: world can'ſt empire keep: 
From the minuteft inſect, up to man, 

Thy charming influ' nee fways, proving thy plan: 
Of origin. beneficent divine; 

For all the ſoul of nature courts thy ſhrine. 

Twas Heav'n's command that we ſhould love each other, 
What Heav'n hath join'd that none ſhould put afunder.. 
Since virtuous love to Heaven points the way, ; 
Let Hymen have the univerſal ſway, | 
And. bleſs" the world ar ü his honour'd ray. 

| 4 _ - - 
EPILOGUE.. 
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Than LIN Gr . you, after _ is is pat 


The culprit comes to meet her doors at laſt ; es en 115557 : 
Say, will you ſend me to the fatal deep, vi ne ee 
Where all my ſpell- bound brother dunces win; e al 1 


Like conjur d goblins in oblivion laid, MESS ee dire 
Fort ten long ages ſilent as the'dead.! i oo Lg 
ll ſhudder at the thought ! — unſeen I unheardi!· rv 
For ten long ages not to ſpeak one word! 8 
1 all know each female mind is ſuch, ß. 
That ten ſhort miautes were by nine too much. h 
You ſmile ! then I may hope a-milder fate: 
You look applauſe my ſpirits now elatmmmee. 
Your kind indulgence puts my fears to flight, 
Condemns:them'ta their ſhrine, eternal nighlt. 
Freed from that death-like ſway, I ſeem on air, 
| Soaring, without balloon to waft-me there: 15 
Your approbation breath'd but in my ear, 
x Exalts me inſtant to the aerial. ſphere t nitensd ng 10 
1 | A ſure ſpecific is that gentle breath, --: to.193t ad lle 102 
But all inflammables muſt end in death. 04m fu 
N Where am I flown 2: Fm ſure above the moon, 1 3% * | 
I hear the ſeraphs' golden viols tune! 
Heavens! Heaven's celeſtial worlds there flew, .;;;- '' 1 
Reſplendant beaming of tranſcendant hue 
| Bleſs'd acroſtation ! novel, brilliant view! FF | 
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Oh! for an artiſt that could paint this Tow Y 
| Al glorious wonders Clouds now e bY. 
A [globe of fire there blazes with fread : rce | 
I'm ſcorch'd with heat - — now y froz'd d!- — Alas! ! rin d hoarſe — — 


{41 5 = 


The atmoſphere i 18 chang'd — che air 's too thin 1 . 


SI. ' * C3 


My reſpiration's tor f „Il try. chis pin: 2 
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By gravitation I may oy gain licht, 5 . . 
Ere quite congeal'd pd veeape 1 in ſhades of night.) | 1 | 
Alas ! it ſticks ; 'tis frozen, to my band: Fa 3 


" Then I'm an icicle : foie to land. 

. Divine Lunardi! Blanchard, where are you r 
# _ Icllinvain; your balloons are brought to. 

A truce to metaphor. Thank Heaven, I am here, 

On terra firma, my own nat'ral ſphere. — „ 
But they have gain'd their prize. = | Ts, 
The Engliſh will reward merit, where'er it ſhines, 
Though fcarcely ſheath'd the ſword, | 
The meddling ſword of all-refining France, 

No enmity exiſts; hither they fly, they dance; 
While all admire their vaſt, ſuperior {kill :: a 
The French are charming ! — pleaſe, do what they will. | 
Yet, let me not ungratefully accuſe, 

I, too, have ſhar'd your ſmiles ; my infant mule 
Lou liberally have ſanction'd; and my heart, 
Her grateful tribute anxious to impart, 

Would make an offering worthy of your praiſe, 
But far too weak are my moſt ſanguine lays. 


Li 


* : Dn” | Yet 


Yet I have ventutrd to appear before ye, . ä 1 

Without one frieadly 125 or plagard glory, ___ OST 

Favour or party aid from  Whis ty RE 50.0 EE 8 c 5 = 

Ns 1 eſtablil d author t 5 corre my *MIE, D 0905 My , 3 
- - *Tis Nature's voice Alone till kues to Mp bene * 8 | 44 
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2 Try * 


A widow'd female now, though Briton dom, * iy <4 = 
Britons will ſanction, nor try efforts fot: 1 82885 a : I 
Then what have I to dread L your” lavdit's 85 ain TSF. 3 
My proudeſt wiſh in this is Full cdu. 3 
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age 10, Une 115 4 parentheſis from the words, as ſoon as the eri, Gde. 
©0230 18, for worn, read wor. AY 8 Pe 
. 18, for is, read are. 4 
24, 19, for its, read their. 
. 26, | for world's, read world. 


